
• AS 1657 Fixed platforms, walkways, stairways, and ladders-Design, construction and installation is the applicable 

standard.

• When a person is standing on the ground throwing material over the edge then Guardrailing will need to comply 

with section 4.4 of  AS 1657.

• When a person stands on a platform that is a maximum of 300mm high, within 1m of the edge, the  Guardrailing 

must be 300mm higher to comply with AS 1657.

• When a person stands on a platform that is a maximum of 300mm high that is more than 1m away from the 

edge, the  Guardrailing must be 1m high to comply with AS 1657. 

• This applies for 1200mm at a maximum of 300mm high platform.   

• Effectively any platform more than 300mm high must be 2.2m away from the edge. This applies to all utes, trucks 

and trailers.

CAUTION: Tyre stops at WTS have created a new serious high frequency risk as a tripping hazards. People with 

obstructed vision carrying waste back and forward are at high risk of trip and serious injury. 

EDGE PROTECTION AT WTS BIN/PIT EDGES:

• Public waste transfer stations have seen serious injures and fatalities where 

members of the public have fallen from elevated platforms (trailers, vehicle 

trays) over guard railing.

• SafeWork NSW conducted investigations and recommendations see:  https://

www.safework.nsw.gov.au/safety-alerts/safety-alerts/falling-from-heights-at-

waste-management-facilities

EDGE SAFETY AT ELEVATED PUBLIC WASTE TRANSFER STATION
A PERSON ON A TRAY OF A TRAILER UTE OR TRUCK EXCEEDS THE 300MM MAX 

WITHIN 1M OF HANDRAIL

ANY LEVEL ABOVE 300MM WITHIIN 1M OF THE EDGE IS A RISK

ALL UTES, TRUCKS AND TRAILERS HAVE AN LEVEL GREATER THAN 300MM. THE 

HIGHER THE PLATFORM THE GREATER THE RISK AND REQUIRED DISTANCE FROM THE 

EDGE.

FROM FIGURE 4.1 

OF AS 1657



From Worksafe Victoria:

SAFETY AT SAWTOOTH WASTE TRANSFER STATION

AS 1657- 2.2m Edge distance from a 

vehicle platform

OH&S regulations would require that equipment don’t operate in 

areas of uninduced persons and be no closer than 10m form 

persons on foot. Safe machine no access zones behind barriers 

would typically be required for persons on foot.

From SafeWork NSW:

RISK: FALLS >300mm and onto hazardous materials

Large trucks passing through public areas

 or any area where people are on foot 

represents a serious risk to persons. 


